
Generally mild to hot in summer but very cold in winter.

Camping at Vaalkop Dam is in-
expensive and the site fee in-
cludes the angling fee. A
maximum of 6 people may
make use of a campsite at
Vaalkop Dam Nature Reserve. 

The majority of the roads are
suitable for cars. Certain road-
ways on the south-east side
may require a 4x4 vehicle. 

Camping sites have ablution
blocks. The reserve has no
shop, nor any fuel available,
however, he closest town is just
10 km away.

On the other side of the re-
serve is a bush camp available
for team building.

Climate

Where to stay

xPark Area: 3 996-hectare

xCurrency: South African Rand

xPopular attractions: Angling, water sports and bird watching

xNearby airports: O.R. Tambo International (220km) Lanseria
International Airport.

xNearest cities: Rustenburg, Brits, Pretoria 

xNearest ATM:  Closest ATM is Brits and Paardekraal

xNearest Petrol station: Green –13km 

Facts about the game reserve

Fishing
Vaalkop Dam is a top angling destination and fish species in the
dam, such as yellowfish and carp, are abundant. Speak to some
of the regulars at the dam to find out what the best bait is.
Boating is restricted to specific areas of the dam, allowing visi-
tors to reach the dam's center island as well as some of the
particularly good fishing spots. About 800 hectares of the water
has been allocated for water sports enthusiasts. 

The dam and nature reserve is a bird watchers paradise and
more than 340 bird species are said to reside in the area. The
reserve also has an 800 ha bird sanctuary and entrance into this
area has to be booked in advance. This conservation area is lo-
cated at the furtherest point of the dam wall.

Activities

At a glance

The rules of the Vaalkop Dam Nature Re-
serve are there for the protection of its vis-
itors as well as the animals and the
environment.

1. Visitors must remain in their vehi-
cles unless in a designated area. 

2. Visitors to the bird sanctuary must
book in advance.

3. Stick to the speed limit! All general
rules of the road apply within the 
Vaalkop Dam Nature Reserve. The speed
limit is 40 km/h but prefered game view-
ing speed is 10km/ph.

4. Look at the gate times on your
entry permit. You must be out of the
gate before these times. No travelling be-
fore or after these times is allowed. Gate
times must be strictly adhered to and late
comers may be subject to a fine.

5. You are not allowed to drive “off-
road” or on roads with a “no entry” sign.

6. The feeding or disturbing of animals
is a serious offence. Remember, animals
see litter as food!

7. Overnight visitors are only allowed
to stay in the designated campsite
and must report to reception before
camping. 

8. Rules and regulations are enforced
under the National Environmental
Management: Protected Areas Act,
2003 (Act no. 57 of 2003) and the North
West Parks and Tourism Board Act and
Regulations. Transgression can result in a
fine.

9. To report any violations or for emer-
gency assistance please call:
Park Manager Mr Setuki on 
Cell: +27 (0)73 991 0310
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If you’re not into birding then climbing
Bulkop, the koppie that dominates the sky-
line west of the dam wall, is a great climb,
although you need permission from the
farm on which it rests. 

There are a myriad walks and bicycle rides
throughout Vaalkop Dam Nature Reserve,
and boat rides simply to drink in the
beauty of the surrounds are a must. And
there is always a chance that you’ll en-
counter a herd of buffalo, a couple of wad-
ing hippos or a White rhino come down
to drink at sunset.



GATE TIMES
Summer
06h00 - 18h30

Winter
06h30 - 18h00

Birds to spot:

African Fish Eagle,

Pygmy Kingfisher

Black Eagle

Osprey

African Hawk Eagle

Pale Chanting

Goshawk

Cape Penduline Tit

Bluecheeked Bee-eater

Acacia pied barbet

White-throated robin-chat

Marico flycatcher,

Black-faced waxbill.

DIRECTIONS TO
VAALKOP DAM 
NATURE RESERVE:

Take the R511 north from
Brits for 35 km

Turn left at the sign
Beestekraaland turnoff

Continue 4 km to sign for
Vaalkop Dam

Follow this road 11 km to
the entrance.

Nearby Points Of 
Interest:

Pilanesberg National Park,

Sun City Casino

Borakalalo Game Reserve

Kgaswane Mountain Re-
serve

Hartbeespoort Dam

Ann van Dyk Cheetah and
wild dog center,

Tswaing Meteorite Crater
Museum

The Tshwane Mediaeval
Fayre

Oppikoppi Bushveld Festival

The Cradle Festival

Cradle Of Humankind

Rhino and Lion Nature 
Reserve


